
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building a Foundation for the Future 
The Center for Coastal Protection and Restoration moved forward by leaps and bounds in 2025. What started 

out in January as a clearing in the forest quickly transformed into an Education and Event Center, a Federation 

office equipped with a conference room and an education classroom, and outdoor spaces including the 

courtyard, the terrace, and walking paths leading to the water and other habitats across the property. We 

welcomed campaign supporters for a First Look Reception in November and look forward to a grand opening in 

the fall of 2026.  

At the same time, our community-based programs continued to reach people coastwide with opportunities to 

connect, learn, protect, and restore our beautiful coast. Our Strategic Plan for the Center outlines a suite of 

new, meaningful programs that will bring people together to protect our coast. Thank you for your support in 

building a strong and dynamic foundation for the future.  

THE CENTER FOR COASTAL PROTECTION AND RESTORATION 

2025 Campaign Report  



Our Coastal Champions  
The Coastal Federation is incredibly grateful to all of our supporters for their passion, enthusiasm, and financial support in 

bringing the Center for Coastal Protection and Restoration to life. This support of over $400,000 in 2025 helped meet 90% 

of the fundraising goal and supported tremendous progress on construction. Thank you to our leadership supporters!  

 

GUARDIANS ($50,000-$99,999) 

A.J. Fletcher Foundation 

The Estate of Dick Bierly 

The Estate of David Bryan 

Lucy & Tom Looney 

Maynard Family Foundation 

N.C. Land and Water Fund 

Jackie & Joseph Ramus 

Nancy Dole & John Runkle 

Wayne Schriever 

Sea & Shoreline 

Janie & Michael Serbousek 

Melissa & Bill Symonds 

Truist Charitable Fund 

W. Trent Ragland, Jr. Foundation 

Murray Whitehill 

Wells Fargo Foundation 

Rosemary & Smedes York 

 

Contact Sarah King at 

sarahk@nccoast.org 

to explore donor 

recognition 

opportunities or to 

schedule a tour. 

STEWARDS ($10,000-$49,999) 

A.E. Finley Foundation 

Margy & Bob Ayres 

Barbara & Dempsey Benton 

Jere & Glenn Blackburn 

Peggy & Charlton Burns 

C. Hamilton Sloan Foundation 

Dawn & Mark Carter 

Bill & Linda Cary 

Clearstead Advisors, LLC 

Coastal Stormwater Services 

Mary Martha & Ward Elis 

First Citizens Bank 

First National Bank 

Sloan & Chris Freeman 

Jill & Roland Gammon 

Harris Family Foundation 

Hillsdale Fund 

Dot McGee 

Stephanie & John Mitchell 

Native Shorelines & Davey Resource Group 

 

Clint & Amy Brown North 

North River Sporting 

Carmen Hooker Odom 

Onslow Bay Artificial Reef Association 

Joanie & John Preyer 

Debbie & Gray Reed 

Jacque & Wes Seegars 

Billy Sewell 

Margaret & Wright Shields 

Slick Family Foundation 

Alton & Allison Smith 

John & Ashley Snipes 

TowneBank 

Trader Construction 

True North Foundation 

Sara & Borden Wallace 

Ginger & Ralph Webster 

Wilbanks, Smith & Thomas 

Catherine & Mason Williams 

 

FOUNDERS ($1,000,000+) 

Anonymous 

 

BENEFACTORS ($100,000-$499,999) 

The Cannon Foundation 

Carlyle Adams Foundation 

The Dickson Foundation 

Kelly & Kyle Elliott 

Emerald Isle Realty 

Lora & Vic Fasolino 

Grady-White Boats, Inc. 

Ken Hoffman 

 

Olivia B. Holding 

Kathryn Boeckman Howd & Edward Rucks 

Mary Katherine Lawrence & Art Klose 

Terri McGaughey & Charles Meeker 

Robert P. Holding Foundation 

Susan Lupton & Bob Schall 

Shelli & Brad Stanback 

Erin & Doug Starcke 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Campaign Cabinet: 

CHAIR: Charles Meeker   

HONORARY CHAIRS: Olivia Holding & Brad Stanback  

Kenneth Chestnut, Sr  

Braxton Davis 

Kyle Elliott  

Mary Katherine Lawrence  

 

Campaign at a Glance 

Todd Miller  

Joe Ramus 

Shelli Willis 

Smedes York 

GOAL: $9,380,000 
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