What You Need to Know:
The Economics of the Wilmington Harbor Expansion

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposal to deepen and widen Wilmington Harbor would
cost taxpayers over a billion dollars - but the data behind its supposed benefits doesn’t add

up. The Corps’ own analysis shows no clear economic justification for this massive investment.

The Corps’ Own Data Undermines the Case

® The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) acknowledges that the same amount of
cargo will move through the Port with or without the deepening.

e |f the project doesn't increase cargo volume or trade, there’s no clear reason to deepen
the channel.

A Billion-Dollar Giveaway to Private Shipping Interests

e The only projected benefits are cost savings to international
shipping companies, not to North Carolina workers, ports, or
taxpayers.

e The Corps assumes these companies will save money by putting
more cargo on fewer ships — but offers no evidence that this
would actually occur.

e Even if those savings materialize, they would flow to global

corporations, not local economies.

Flawed Assumptions and Questionable Math

* The Corps relies on unproven and inconsistent assumptions about future shipping
behavior.

* |t assumes companies will use outdated, smaller vessels if the channel isn't deepened — a
scenario that lacks real-world basis.

e These inflated projections make the project appear more beneficial than it really is.

e |f those assumptions are wrong, the project could actually result in a net economic loss.







