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Could seismic airgun blasting trigger the release of these highly toxic chemical
agents and radioactive waste? Do we even know for sure where these ocean
dumps are located?

This alarm about new dangers posed by seismic blasting was sounded by Frank

Knapp, President & CEO of the South Carolinag Small Eﬂuséhe% Chamber of

Commerce. On Aprit 20, Knapp announced the Chamber had subritted




%u'pplementafl comments to the National Marine Fisheries Service and the Bureau

of Ocean Eneigy Manag ‘nent caflmg ermit
unless the fe»deral government can demonstrate |t |(F!0WS where aII disposed

mum‘ttons and radmactlve waste are Iocated

The Chamber has also filed a FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) request with the
(1.S. Defense Department and other agencies to obtain the facts about ammunition
dumps in the Ailantic that contain conventional, chemical and radioactive weapons

and malerials.

in an earlier 2009 report, the U.8. Defense
Department identified the genei‘al locations of
33 munition dump sites in the Atlantic, with
five off the S.C. coast.

Chemical agents in these deposits include the

chemical warfare weapons of lewisite,

. mustard gas, sarin and arsenic.

In 2013, the: Wall Street Journal .
reported that its revsew of federal
and other records shows there are
questions about the exact locations,
contents and condition of waste
containers, along with concerns
about potential threats to the
environment and pubkiic heaith if

seafood gets contaminated. Read

more here.



“Clearly, these drums of death...should not be disturbed for the same reasons of

protecting the environment, sea life, beachgoers and others that enter the ocean

and, of course, local coastal economies," writes Knapp.

This is not a far-fetched scenario. On April 24, the North Myrtle Beach Fire
Department detonated a Civil War-era bomb discovered by construction workers
building a new patic. The Myrtle Beach Sun News has a video along with detailed

coverage of the ocean dump dangers.

Last September, a WWIl-type naval
bomb washed ashore at Cape
Hatteras National Seashore, leading

the National Park Service to shut
down part of the park, and to warn
beachgoers that "a variety of

hazardous items may wash ashore"

at the park during severe weather.

For more background information, take a Jook at local media coverage as well as
2017 and 2016 reports from Middlebury Institute and the Smithsonian.
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