
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS NEW CENTER WILL SUPPORT AND EXPAND ALL OF THE FEDERATION’S PROGRAMS COASTWIDE.  

IN 2023, THESE PROGRAMS MADE AN IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE FOR OUR COAST: 

 

The Center for Coastal Protection and Restoration 
2023 Campaign Report North Carolina 

Coastal Federation 

3609 N.C. 24 (Ocean) | Newport, NC 28570 

www.nccoast.org 

• Secured a new grant to complete new improvements along 

the Chris B. Smith Nature Trail. 

• Initiated the design of educational stormwater features to 

demonstrate a diversity of approaches to preventing 

stormwater runoff from entering Bogue Sound. 

• Finalized the interior design for Education and Event Center as a 

versatile space capable of accommodating a range of activities, 

from workshops (depicted at right) to formal events.  

• Collaborated with Carteret County to build the access road to 

connect Highway 24 to the county's future boat ramp and 

nature park, as well as the Federation's Center. 

2023 was another outstanding year for the Coastal Federation. We are grateful  

to our supporters and partners for all we’ve accomplished for the coast and  

our tremendous progress bringing the new Center for Coastal Protection  

and Restoration to life. Thanks to your support, 85% of the funds are  

committed and construction on the new center will begin this spring!  

 

This 10-acre education center, where the beauty of the coast is both a  

backdrop and a classroom, will connect even more people to the coast  

through community meeting and event spaces, education programming,  

and recreational experiences while serving as the future headquarters of  

the Federation.  

 

This flagship Center will allow us to do more of what we do best—engaging people in ensuring a bright future for our 

coast. Stay tuned for updates on construction and special events this year, or visit nccoast.org/CoastalCenter. 

 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION, ENGAGEMENT, AND RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

AT THE CENTER IN 2023  

PROGRESS BY THE NUMBERS 

    $8M      600+    24        3X    2 
Months until 

opening (estimated) 

 

Expanded Educational 

Programming by 2030 
Gifts  

and Pledges 

Committed 

(85% of goal) 

Miles of  

Nature Trail 

Created 2 miles of 

marsh & reef habitat 

in living shorelines 

 

Restored 18+ acres 

of oyster reef 

 

Removed 150 Tons 

of marine debris 

Restored 5 acres  

of wetlands 

Held 200+ 

education programs 

 

Reached 3.5 million 

households 

Directed millions of 

federal grant dollars 

to the local economy 



 

 

 

 

 

2023 Happenings at the Center 

The Center was a hub of activity in 2023, hosting events including community planting events (left, top and bottom), a site visit with 

Dr. Ericka Ford with NC State University’s School of Textiles to explore alternative materials for oyster bags (top center), a teacher 

workshop (top right), and installing wood duck nesting boxes with students from Carteret Community College (bottom right). 

$1,000,000+ 

Anonymous 

$100,000-$499,000 

The Cannon Foundation 

Carlyle Adams Foundation 

The Dickson Foundation 

Emerald Isle Realty 

Kathleen Ford 

Grady-White Boats, Inc. 

Ken Hoffman 

Olivia B. Holding 

Kathryn Boeckman Howd & 

Edward Rucks 

Mary Katherine Lawrence & Art 

Klose 

Bob Schall & Susan Lupton 

Charles Meeker & Terri 

McGaughey 

Robert P. Holding Foundation 

Brad & Shelli Stanback 

Doug & Erin Starcke 

$50,000-$99,999 

The Estate of Dick Bierly 

The Estate of David Bryan 

Kyle & Kelly Elliott 

Tom & Lucy Looney 

Maynard Family Foundation 

N.C. Land and Water Fund

Sea & Shoreline, LLC

Michael & Janie Serbousek 

Truist Charitable Fund 

W. Trent Ragland, Jr. Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Murray Whitehill 

Smedes & Rosemary York 

$10,000-$49,000 

Bob & Margy Ayres 

Dempsey & Barbara Benton 

Glenn & Jere Blackburn  

Charlton & Peg Burns 

Coastal Stormwater Services 

John Runkle & Nancy Dole 

First Citizens Bank 

First National Bank 

Chris & Sloan Freeman 

Roland & Jill Gammon 

Harris Family Foundation 

Hillsdale Fund 

Dot McGee 

John & Stephanie Mitchell 

Onslow Bay Artificial Reef Assoc. 

John & Joanie Preyer 

Joseph & Jackie Ramus 

Reed Family Foundation 

Wes & Jacque Seegars 

Wayne Schriever 

Billy Sewell 

Trader Construction 

True North Foundation 

Sara & Borden Wallace 

Ralph & Ginger Webster 

Wilbanks, Smith & Thomas 

Mason & Catherine Williams 

$5,000-$9,999 

A.E. Finley Foundation    

Peggy & Bill Birkemeier   

Kelly Carter   

Duke Energy Foundation 

Josh & Amanda Lyle   

Todd Miller & Julie Shambaugh  

Donna E. Snead 

Thank You to Our Leadership Supporters 

Special thanks to our Campaign Cabinet for their leadership in bringing this new center to life! 

CHAIRS: Charles Meeker, Olivia Holding, & Brad Stanback 

EXECUTIVE TEAM: Kenneth Chestnut, Kyle Elliott, Kelly Garvy, Mary Katherine Lawrence, Joe Ramus, Smedes York, & Shelli Willis 

New Donor Recognition 

options launched in 

2023 as well, including 

the Business Garden, Art 

Walk, Coastal Bird Wall and 

more. Contact Sarah King at 

sarahk@nccoast.org for 

information or to schedule a 

tour of the site. 


