
Summary of Major Accomplishments
The Coastal Federation is the state’s only nonprofit organization focused exclusively on 
protecting and restoring the coast of North Carolina through education, advocacy and 

restoration of coastal habitats and water quality. In 2018 we:

OUR MISSION

The North Carolina Coastal Federation empowers coastal residents and 
visitors from all walks of life to protect and restore the water quality and 
critically important natural habitats of the North Carolina coast. 
At the Coastal Federation, we have long believed in the power of everyday people who 
band together to make a difference. We know that strong partners can achieve amazing 
things—even if they don’t agree on everything. Embracing diversity and inclusiveness is 
at the heart of our mission. We strive to make sure everyone has a voice in managing our 
coast and honor our everyday heroes through our Pelican Awards. Coastal Review Online 
reports the news so that everyone can be an informed advocate for our coast. 

We were honored this year to give back to our coastal communities. We helped our 
coast recover after Hurricane Florence and supported our coastal way of life by 
protecting habitat and water quality. Our on-the-ground projects pumped over $3.4 
million into our economy and our new strategy to support oyster mariculture will 
cultivate a new industry for our coast. 

Thank you for being part of our community.

ANNUAL REPORT

Revenue and Expenses
Full audited financials for the year ending 
Dec. 31, 2018 are available at nccoast.org 
or upon request. 

Public Support
Memberships .............................. $237,631
Contributions .............................. $361,281
Private Foundations ................ $1,549,284
Government Grants ................ $3,835,795
Specialty License Plate ................. $93,600
Events ............................................ $78,759
Investment Losses ....................($220,560)
Miscellaneous ............................... $14,050
Total Grants and Revenues ....$5,949,840

How We Spent Your Donations
Programs .................................. $4,818,491
Fundraising and Admin .............. $682,669
Total Expenses ......................$5,501,160

Support the Community .......$3,413,310
These competitive federal and state grant 
funds went into our local economy as 
direct expenses to fulfill our 2018 goals. 
The majority were spent in economically 
disadvantaged counties to restore coastal 
habitats and water quality.

Highest Charity Navigator Rating

Restored over a half-mile 
of living shorelines

Launched a shellfish 
mariculture plan

Restored over  
12 acres of oyster reef

Cleaned up 3,496 crab 
pots and 317 tons of 

marine debris

Reached over 327,000 readers 
and won 26 awards through 

Coastal Review Online

Addressed stormwater 
through retrofits and 
watershed plans at  

seven locations

Directed $3.4 million to 
the coastal economy to 

restore habitat

Educated 7,326 
students, many 

from underserved 
communities

Engaged 5,935 
people through 

presentations, events 
and volunteerism

Infiltrated over 7 million 
gallons of polluted runoff 

Protected the coast 
from offshore oil and 
pollutants like GenX

Provided eight continuing 
education workshops, 

tours and trainings

88%
Programs

Fundraising and  
Administration12%

Headquarters & Central Regional Office 3609 N.C. 24 (Ocean), Newport, NC 28570 | 252-393-8185
Northeast Regional Office 637 Harbor Rd, Wanchese, NC 27981 | 252-473-1607

Southeast Regional Office 309 W. Salisbury St., Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480 | 910-509-2838
Five consecutive years at the highest rating, a level 
of financial efficiency and transparency that only 
10% of American charities achieve.



Allison Surfboards
Anchor Community Resources - 
Sea Dawgs Fishing Team
Bob and Margy Ayres
Mary Baggett
Balloun Family Foundation
The Benevity Community 
Impact Fund
Richard Bierly
Bill and Peggy Birkemeier
Bissell Professional Group
Glenn and Jere Blackburn
Philip Blumenthal
Kim and Sam Boyce
Scott Bradley and Kelley Shinn
Maurice and Mary Hughes 
Brookhart
Kathryn Peyton Brown
Gail Bunce
Charlie Burgess
Maureen Burns
Marc Bush
Lee and Diane Butzin
Calvin & Kelly Carter Family 
Foundation
Campbell Foundation
Cape Fear Garden Club
Carlson Family Foundation
Chalk & Gibbs
Kenneth S. Chestnut
Coastal Provisions Market
Coastal Stormwater Services, 
Inc.
Robert Coles
Georgette Constant
Burton and Heather Craige
Crystal Coast Waterkeeper
John S. Curry
Collett and Martha Dilworth
Scott and Mia Doron
E.M. & O.W. Edwards 
Foundation, Inc.
EarthShare North Carolina
Eastern Carolina Council

Ella Ann L. & Frank B. Holding 
Foundation
Kyle and Kelly Elliott
Emerald Isle Realty
Jean Flynn
Fin and Nancy Gaddy
Charlie and Jenny Godwin
Grace Jones Richardson Trust
Grady-White Boats, Inc.
William C. Hall
Gary and April Hardee
David Harrison and Gail 
Kenyan
Ken Hoffman
Olivia Britton Holding
Holiday Inn Resort
Kathryn B. Howd
Joseph Huberman and Ruth 
Bromer
Hyde County
IBM Corporation
Ken Karn and Sally Buchanan
Mike and Willo Kelly
Kenan Institute for 
Engineering, Technology & 
Science
Gordon Cooper Klose
Sandra Krause
The Landfall Foundation, Inc.
Jo Ann Landry
Tom and Lucy Looney
Lost Colony Brewing
Alan and Jackie Luria
John Marks through the Camp-
Younts Foundation
Mary Norris Preyer Fund
Beau and Sue McCaffray
Charles Meeker and Anne 
McLaurin
Mellow Marsh Farm, Inc.
John and Nancy Merriner
Donald J. Miller
Todd Miller and Julie 
Shambaugh

John and Stephanie Mitchell
Jim and Marilyn Mohler
N.C. Conservation Network
N.C. Dept. of Justice - 
Environmental Division
N.C. Dept. of Agriculture
N.C. Dept. of Environmental 
Quality - Water Resources
N.C. Dept. of Transportation
N.C. League of Conservation 
Voters
N.C. Policy Collaboratory
N.C. Sierra Club
N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission
Network for Good
North Carolina Community 
Foundation
Clint and Amy Brown North
North State Foundation
Oceana
Carmen and Fountain Odom
The Orton Foundation
Outer Banks Community 
Foundation, Inc.
Outer Banks Visitors’ Bureau
Park Foundation, Inc.
Adele F. Paynter
David and Cary Paynter
Stuart and Linda Paynter
Donald Peele
John and Joanie Preyer
Proud Pour
Joe and Jackie Ramus
Julian (Bubba) and Barbara 
Rawl
Adele Richardson Ray
Raymond E. and Ellen F. Crane 
Foundation
RBC Capital Markets, LLC
RBC Foundation
Andy Read and Kim Urian
Restoration Systems, LLC
Revolution Mill

River Bluffs Development
Boyd and Linda Rogers
John Roney
John Runkle and Nancy Dole
David Rusnak
Rodney Sawyer
Saxer Family Foundation
Wayne Schriever
Seaglass Wines
Michael and Janie Serbousek
Dennis and Ann Sessom
Bland and Ann Simpson
Keith Smith and Lisa Jones
Smith Richardson Foundation
Helen Solterer
Brad and Shelli Stanback
Fred and Alice Stanback
John and Megan Stanback
Nancy Stanback
Stevens Towing Co. of NC, LLC
Strauss Foundation
Sunset Beach Taxpayers 
Association
Syd’s Hair Shop, Inc.
True North Foundation
Town of Sunset Beach
Jim Vernon
Stephen A. Wainwright
W. Borden Wallace
Walmart Neighborhood 
Market
Wells Fargo
Monty and Nancy Hanes White
Murray Whitehill
Without Limits Coaching, Inc.
Wrightsville Beach Brewery, 
LLC
Wrightsville Beach Paddle 
Club, LLC
Smedes and Rosemary York
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation
Anonymous

BUILDING COASTAL RESILIENCE

In the fall of 2018, Hurricane Florence’s sustained assault on North Carolina 
brought record-breaking rainfall, flooding and devastation. In the wake of 
the storm, the Coastal Federation mobilized to alert the public about 
swimming advisories and shellfish closures due to contamination of 

coastal waters. We also successfully advocated for state funding to help 
communities recover and led the effort to clean up massive amounts of marine debris 
littering our coastal estuaries. 

The severity and geographic scope of the impacts from this storm were eye-opening. Also 
eye-opening was how well our restoration projects—living shorelines, oyster reefs and 
wetlands—weathered the storm. In the face of more severe storms and continued 
degradation of coastal habitats in the future, this work is more important than ever. That’s 
why we launched our Coastal Resilience Initiative to strengthen our natural defenses. We 
also began work with the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality and local 
stakeholders to develop the coastal portion of the State Climate Risk Assessment and 
Resiliency Plan. If you’ve weathered storms in the past, you know planning and 
preparation are critical—before the storm is upon you. These efforts will help ensure a 
healthy and resilient coast—now and for future generations.

Thank You to Our Major Supporters
Membership and contributions help protect and restore our beautiful coast, and we are 
grateful for each and every supporter. Special thanks to the following donors who gave at 
recognition levels in 2018:

2018 Board of Directors
LEADERSHIP

 President Joseph Ramus, Beaufort  
 Vice President Dick Bierly, Morehead City
 Treasurer Doug Wakeman, Pittsboro
 Secretary Sarah Williams, Swansboro

AT LARGE

Executive Director and Founder, Todd Miller

2018 President’s Council

Allison Besch
Peggy Birkemeier
Veronica Carter
Sandie Cecelski

Kenneth Chestnut
David Cignotti

April Clark
Tom Earnhardt
Donald Ensley
Ernie Foster

Morty Gaskill
Mac Gibbs

Bill Hunneke
Tom Looney

Katherine McGlade
Carmen Hooker 

Odom
David Paynter

Richard Peruggi
Lewis Piner

JoAnne Powell
John Runkle

Allie Sheffield
Bland Simpson

Bill Smyth
Donna Snead
Angie Wills

Joseph Ramus, Chair 
Dick Bierly, Chair 

Emeritus
Phil Blumenthal

David Bryan
Hugh Cullman

Dick Daugherty
Tom Earnhardt

Joan Gillings
Jim Goodmon

Bobbi Hapgood
Olivia Holding
Tom Looney

Charles Meeker
Carmen Hooker 

Odom
David Paynter
John Preyer

Simon Rich, III
William G. Ross Jr.

Billy Sewell
Bland Simpson
Fred and Alice 

Stanback
Nancy Hanes White

Smedes York
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